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benefit^ of Indian women at Simla, but has also as a chief object
the treatment of Indian women from all parts of India. The
money has fortunately been provided by liberal assistance
out of the Women of India Fund founded by Her Excellency.

This fund has been subscribed by the princes and people of
India not only for this purpose be it observed, but also to help
generally in other places and other directions, the women and
children of India.

I note in passing that this Fund has quite recently provided
a handsome donation towards the Lady Hardinge College in
order to help it and has also founded at Delhi the Indian Nursing
Association with the Lady Reading nurses, who have already
been ,able to do such good work during the terrible plague
epidemic recently prevailing at Delhi. I will not trouble you
with statistics, but I must say, that on seeing the percentages
of deaths among those assisted by the care of those nurses as
compared with the number of deaths of those deprived of such
services, I was immensely struck by the good work that those
nurses must have done.

The cost of the site of the building and of the equipment
has been met from Her Excellency's Women of India Fund, and,
in addition, Her Excellency, who is always businesslike, de-
termined that there should be a permanent income sufficient
to start it in its present requirements. She has accordingly
endowed the hospital with a sum of Rs. 3 Lakhs so that from
the interest on that money there may be substantial annual
funds to help to carry on the work. Her efforts have been
supplemented by the Simla Municipality who have shown a very
commendable interest in this project by undertaking to provide
Rs. 12,000 annually towards its upkeep.

From this provision you will observe that the institution
starts well. Example is always better than precept, and I trust
there will be other public bodies and other private persons who
may be minded to emulate those who have already contributed,
and that as time proceeds there will be more money available
and Her Excellency and those who come after her will be able to
extend the beneficent activities inaugurated here.

Another of the difficulties was the situation of the site. Her
Excellency and those associated with her have visited several
sites and in the end they selected this. It is obvious that a
hospital of this character must not be too far from the town and
the railway station, it must not be too far from the main road, it
must be situated in airy, spacious and healthy surroundings,